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PENNY! PENNY! PENNY! 
by Donnah Brnger 
 

U sually when breeding a litter you have a number in mind. 
You want enough pups to be able to pick the best one for 

yourself, but not so many that it is difficult to find good homes. I 
had been dreaming of my ideal litter since Emma was a 
youngster and had run several pedigree scenarios through my 
mind before deciding to breed Emma to Reggie. We are 
extremely grateful to Mary McLoughlin, DVM, Reggie's co-
owner, for allowing us to breed to such a wonderful dog.  
 It was going to be perfect, except it wasn't. Emma had ideas of 
her own—from ovulating on Christmas Eve to whelping in a 
snowstorm. She delivered just three pups, two boys and one girl.  

 When breeding magic happens, 
you don't need a large quantity of 
pups to have good results. It turns 
out that we had everything we 
hoped for, and then some. Early 
indications were that her brother 
Boomer (Ch Brynbar Tamarack 
Sonic Boom JH) was going to be 
the star. He was Winners Dog at 
the 2012 National Specialty at the 
tender age of 14 months. However, 
Penny wasn't going to let her 
brother have all the glory. She had 
some shining of her own to do.  
 Proving the promise of her 
pedigree, Penny is an exemplary 
example of everything a Gordon 
Setter should be. Piloted by Stacy 
Threlfall, she made us proud 
winning the 12-18 month class at 
the 2012 National and went on to become a Champion at just 
over two years old. She also excelled in Obedience and hunting. 
Trainer Janie Bristow has written that part of her story:  
 

 In September 2012, a young and innocent Gordon girl of 19 
months came to NC for obedience and field training. Since fall 

was upon us, we started out with field training. Penny enjoyed 
the romps through the woods and soon learned to find and point 
planted quail. She did so well, I entered her in the junior hunter 
stake after only a few weeks of training. The first day she 
stumbled on a quail and pointed. She now knew we were not 
romping but hunting. She passed easily and I had no concerns 
for the next day. Breakaway was enthusiastic and I expected 
another pass. Unfortunately, Penny saw her brace mate on point 
and decided to join him. By the time she was in the area, the bird 
flew up and the handler dropped her pistol behind her and fired. 
Even a blank gun discharges trash and is very loud when it is 
only a couple of feet from your face. The judge, the other handler 
and I were horrified. We feared Penny’s confidence and joy was 
destroyed. She began to hunt again; she would go on point but, 
when I walked toward her, she would leave—every dog trainer’s 
nightmare. 

 When we returned home, I released 
unplanted quail for Penny to locate. 
The fact the birds did not carry human 
scent and were free to fly built Penny’s 
desire. Within a month she was 
hunting again and passed three events 
in a row. Still, I would find later in her 
training that the negative event would 
impact her forever. 
 We put the field aside and started 
yard training on “whoa” and a 
retrieve. I thought it best to give her 
time to grow up, so we also started 
training for the CD title.  
 By March she was entered in her 
first obedience trial. First weekend out 
she had two passes, but the following 
weekend she anticipated the recall and 
decided to lie down on the sit stay. 
 By then it was time to get back to 

hunt tests so we took a break and went to Virginia to run the first 
time at the senior level. To my surprise, Penny passed. The next 
day the gunner did not make a clean shot and her bird put up a 
fight so Penny decided to leave it in the field. It was very clear to 
me that Penny was doing all this to please me and would always 

 

Emma with one-day old Penny 

Penny, Boomer and Sheldon 



 

September 2014   Issue #726   www.gsca.org                                          

remember that guns and birds could cause you harm. 
The next month found us in Kentucky at four events in 
two days. The weather was way warmer than Penny 
thought comfortable. The first event was a pass! We left 
the field and were called to run in the second event. I 
had too many dogs entered to ask to be moved. Half way 
through the course, it was evident that Penny had run 
out of steam so we failed on ‘not hunting.’ The next day 
Penny passed both events to become a Senior Hunter. 
She did this under very extreme weather conditions. 
Many dogs hunt because they love birds; I found Penny 
hunts because she loves me. It is a very humbling 
experience. 
 The next month Penny finished the CD title on the first 
day and soon found a ride back home to her beautiful 
state of Massachusetts. Penny enjoyed four months at 
home with family and friends while Ellen and I discussed 
the possibilities of Penny becoming a Master Hunter. 
 It was decided we would all give it our best shot. 
When Penny returned to me, we quickly returned to the 
field. The added pressure was more than Penny could 
handle. When I would meet with friends to train, Penny 
would be on tie-out but she never had a turn in the field. 
All our training was done at home with no pressure. 
 The day came to run at a test. I was very pleased with 
Penny even though she did not pass. Later a judge came up to me 
and said, “you know you will never get a MH on that dog.” That 
statement shattered my confidence and I began to think all this 
was unfair to Ellen Shanahan, her owner. I will always 
remember this phone call. I explained the situation to Ellen and 
that I did not want to waste her money on a dream we couldn’t 
achieve. She asked, “Is Penny enjoying it?” and I said “Yes.” 
Then she asked, “Do you mind working with her?” I replied “I 
love this dog and do not want to give up on her.” Ellen told me to 
keep training and she was okay no matter the outcome. What a 
relief.  
 Penny failed three more tests; then, on the fourth, she did 
everything right but had to have a call back for the honor. I knew 
we had it because Penny was great on the honor. I sent her out to 
hunt; she came up a line and saw something strange up ahead. 
Penny then stopped and I headed over to her when, to my shock, 
she started barking. She had been so far from the dog on point 
that she did not recognize it as a dog and decided it was an alien. 
Oh well, you had to be there. 
 Even though Penny was not passing, she was showing a lot of 
promise. In fact, the next tests she passed five times in a row. 
Penny was pure pleasure from the time she had to honor a dog 
four times to the time she honored so long she moved over so she 
would be in the shade. 
 On March 10, 2014 at the tender age of 3 years, Penny 
became CH Tamarack Brynbar Worth Every Penny CD MH. 
Thank you Ellen Shanahan and Donnah and Mike Brnger for the 
opportunity to partner with this special girl. ~Janie Bristow 
 

 Penny is more than just the sum of her titles. She has a 
personality as big as her pile of ribbons, as explained by co-
breeder/co-owner Ellen Shanahan: 
 

 When Penny and her brothers arrived, we thought we had a 
special threesome but we sort of struggled with names for them. 
We all liked the Big Bang Theory television show, so we worked 
on some ideas, at least for call names, around that theme. While 
the boys had several options on that theme, at the time there was 

really only one girl name—Penny. It stuck. We named her 
Tamarack Brynbar Worth Every Penny and joked it was a 
reference to the many hours of driving, the tolls and other 
expenses connected with bringing this litter into the world—
especially Donnah's hurried trip to Ohio on Christmas Eve to 
breed Emma to Reggie. Little did we know that Penny, indeed, 
would be worth every penny in so many ways. She has succeeded 
beyond our wildest dreams at such a young age. She is simply the 
best. 
 Penny came down from Maine at five months of age and 
immediately fit in with everyone in Massachusetts. Her arrival 
was seriously delayed by the illness of my mother, and her 
arrival was a welcome distraction as my mother's health failed. 
She was a favorite of her grandmother Bonnie, probably because 
they had somewhat similar personalities. Penny likes to think of 
herself as a "person" much more than a dog. She is more than 
content just to BE with you—alongside you as you stand, or by 
your chair—no need to fuss over her, just as long as you’re with 
her. She's just easy to live with. Since she returned to 
Massachusetts with her Master Hunter title, she has "supervised" 
the hunting training of her young cousin Diva, now eight months 
old, who she started on moths and now has moved on to 
butterflies, songbirds and pheasant wings. I worried she might be 
bored after her busy life training with Janie and showing with 
Stacy and Evan, but she's happy to humor me with some practice 
for possible rally competitions in the fall. ~ Ellen Shanahan 
 

 Penny is CH Tamarack Brynbar Worth Every Penny CD MH. 
She is out of GCH CH Firethorn's Eye-Deal (MBIS MBISS GCH  
CH Firethorn And Sandpiper Easy On The Eyes x CH Valley 
View's Xmas Cookie) and CH Tamarack Brynbar Calendar Girl 
CD JH (MBISS CH Sandpiper's Castles By The Sea x CH 
Brynbar Good Golly Miss Molly CD JH). She is our third 
generation BBB girl following in the footsteps of her mother 
Emma, and grandmother Bonnie. She has many more BBB dogs 
in her pedigree, of course, but is the third generation in the 
Tamarack/Brynbar line.  
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